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Compassion 
To suffer with 

 

Compassion “is derived from the Latin 

words pati and cum, which together mean 
to suffer with. Compassion asks us to go 
where it hurts, to enter into places of pain, 
to share in brokenness, fear, confusion, and 
anguish.” (4) What is envisioned is not 
simply a personal character trait but rather 
a completely different way of being. It is a 
way of being in solidarity with others, 
entering their suffering and believing that 
God is there. It is the way of service, 
obedience and the cross. It is the way of 
Christ Jesus… 
 

Who, being in very nature God, 

   did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 
   rather, he made himself nothing 
   by taking the very nature of a servant, 
   being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
   he humbled himself 
   by becoming obedient to death— 
      even death on a cross! (Phil.2:6-8) 
 

A closer look at this movement reveals a 

God who is with us, a God who is willing to 
enter our brokenness. But “the mystery of 
God's love is not that he takes our pains 
away, but that he first wants to share them 
with us.” (18) 

We give witness to God’s compassionate 

presence in the world by the way we live 
and work together. Therefore, we are 
instructed “as God’s chosen people… to 
clothe ourselves with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.” (Col.3:12-14) 

 

As the body of Christ in 

the world, we are called to 
enter broken places. But 
this “does not make sense 
unless we introduce a 
new level of under-
standing and see it as the 
way to encounter God 
himself. To be humble and 
persecuted cannot be 
desired unless we can find 
God in humility and 
persecution.” (31) Only as 
we understand that God 
entered our brokenness 
will we have the courage 
to do the same. This is the 
way of Jesus—an intimate, 
fearless listening to God’s 
continuing love.  

 

Seen in this light, we realize that Christian 

spirituality is “the spirituality of the Poor 
Man of Nazareth who took upon himself 
the form of a Servant. To know God is to do 
justice and plead the cause of the 
oppressed; to know God in Christ is to 
share in his work of establishing justice in 
the earth and to share in his poverty and 
oppression…” (Kenneth Leech). 
 
Excerpts from Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life by 
Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison and Henri Nouwen. 

In prayer we meet Christ, and in him all human 

suffering. In service we meet people, and in them 

the suffering of Christ. (McNeill, Morrison and 

Nouwen) 


