
Week 5 │ Kingdom 

 
The final theme of the Story of Israel is Kingdom. After a detailed account of King Saul and King 
David, the story shifts to much shorter accounts of successive kings. What emerges is a sad 
litany of (mostly) unfaithful kings that ultimately leads to Israel being conquered and the people 
being exiled. 
 
It can be hard to know what to do with these stories. For the most part, we tend not to think 
about kings and queens anymore, except if you happen to be watching the Crown on Netflix; 
then you might conclude that royalty is essentially out of touch with our reality. However, one 
of the central themes within the biblical story is the promise (to David) of another king, 
someone who will establish a kingdom of truth, goodness and beauty. The New Testament 
authors (and the early church) clearly identify Jesus as that king. 
 
But “what on earth does it mean, today, to say that Jesus is king, that he is Lord of the world? 
How can we say such a thing in our confused world? If we do want to say it, what are we saying 
that Jesus is up to, in our swirling mix of modern, postmodern, and other cultural movements? 
What does the lordship of Jesus look like in practice in the world where we bail out the big 
banks when they suddenly run out of cash, but don’t lift a finger to help the poorest of the poor 
who are paying the banks interest so the banks can get rich again… Most Christians have not 
even begun to think how calling Jesus “Lord” might affect the real world…” (N. T. Wright) 
 
Take a moment this week to reflect on one of these implications: 
 

Surrender 
● What would it look like to surrender our will (plans) to God? 
● What if we allowed the values of God’s kingdom to shape our story? For example, what if 

we believed that God “scatters the proud… and has lifted up the humble. [That] he has filled 
the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty?” How might this change the 
way we live? 

● What attitudes or actions do you need to surrender before God? 
 

Rejoice 
● How might we encourage this “fruit of the Spirit” to develop in our lives? 
● What does look like to rejoice in a time of uncertainty and fear? 

 

Imagine 
● Take a moment to dream of what God’s kingdom could look today?  
● Consider how Jesus spoke and acted out of step with the (religious) conventions of his day. 

What might this mean for us? 
 
  
 


