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“An ever-present help in trouble…we will not fear...the LORD Almighty is with us…” Psalm 46 
 

 “Of all the religious options out there, why Jesus”? A Japanese student asked this question recently 

during our Thursday night Alpha online gathering. I’m amazed at the opportunities God orchestrates to wit-
ness to His Kingdom rule. Our international friends are curious about our Christian faith. To be able to 

naturally share experiences of personally walking through life with Immanuel, God with us, is beyond cool. 

While travel bans, lockdowns and campus closures try hard to rob my energy with the temptation to des-

pair of any possibility of connecting with international students, God challenges and renews my faith as I 

witness Him setting the stage for these kinds of moments.  

 
Christmas has always been a perfect time for helping others discover the Presence we’ve come to know in 

troubling times. Covid-19 stresses and setbacks are real. Leaning heavily on the love and compassion of the 

Saviour is paramount. Faithful presence conveying the hope within in a world demanding separation and 

isolation really calms fears. I thank God for Zoom and the connectivity it provides. Our ministry continues 

through virtual missionary encounters like Alpha, ESL and FOCUS. 
 

For a time then, we move forward with smaller online groups. ESL actually added a few participants as re-

turning Iranian students have grown their network from their home country. God is meeting a need in their 

life and they’re tuning in. Other groups in Calgary community are mostly Chinese and Japanese students. 

  

Please pray for the spiritual and physical protection of Calgary staff and vol-
unteers reaching out to these friends.  
 

Things to Celebrate 
 

 

Gained a new Calgary team staff member this fall. Ken Gerke recently retired from working for more 

than 20 years as an IT analyst at U of C. His many years of campus life experience will prove to be a huge 

benefit to our future. I’m so pleased to have him join us. 
 

33rd Anniversary on November 28th. Marti and I had a great getaway in Banff for a couple nights. It was 

a time to reflect on how good God has been to us over the years and pledge our continued allegiance to Him 

and one another forever. 

 

God’s faithful provision. All my financial needs were met n 2020 thanks to the love and generosity of 

God’s people. That’s you!! Reflecting on our partnership in this calling, I get caught up in thinking about 

how relentless God is. He is with us and for us and will not let us go. I’m glad we are in this together. 

 

My prayer for all of us is that we seek God’s peace in 

whatever place or circumstance we find ourselves. May 

the joy of His salvation inspire us to hold onto every 

promise that is “Yes” in Jesus. 

 

Merry Christmas and Joy-filled 2021 
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