
As a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Summer 2020 was obviously very different for
us here at Camp Chestermere. Still, we were excited to be able to offer some
semblance of normalcy for children by running our Social Distance Day Camp Program,
and the feedback from children and parents alike was overwhelmingly positive. 
While we closely adhered to all of the AHS guidelines, when you were here during the
day, camp was camp. Kids rode bikes, played on the beach, shot arrows, power tubed,
played games, did devotions and just enjoyed being at camp. It was great having
children back onsite and the staff did a phenomenal job of keeping it fun while keeping
everyone safe. 
I am not sure what a good day at the office looks like for you, but here's what one looks
like when you run a camp: Thursday is dress up day at Camp Chestermere, and on one
Thursday morning I was walking around, conducting my usual greetings to parents,
campers and staff during drop-off time. Suddenly, I hear this roar behind me. I turn
around and sure enough, The Incredible Hulk, Ironman and a pirate are all charging at
me. Their cabin leader (also dressed as a pirate, complete with a monkey on her
shoulder) stood behind them grinning ear to ear. Yup, that's a good day at the office.
Earlier that same week I walked into the Lodge and randomly stumbled upon four
leaders having a conversation about worship and the encouragement they find during
their time spent in worship. Those two stories describe Camp Chestermere.
Superheroes, pirates, kids, worship. Sounds about right.
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Camp Chestermere's Helping All
Campers Succeed program offers 1:1 -

1:3 support for children with special
needs, and this summer was no

different. When one of our repeat
Success Campers set his heart on

fishing this summer, he and his Success
Leader went to work on opening their

very own rock shop to help foot the bill
of a fishing rod. Oftentimes, you could

find this Success Camper and his
Leader scouting the parking lot for the

best rocks to sell at his table, which had
been set-up in front of the Lodge for all

the passersby to shop from.
Unbeknownst to the camper, the

Success Leader handed out $5 bills to
other members of staff to have them

come by and purchase rocks. The rocks
were decorated in all sorts of creative
ways, from being colourfully painted to
being covered in little drawings. As they

sold their rocks, the Success Leader
collected their money back. Once the

pair had earned enough, they went on
to "purchase" a brand new fishing rod

off of Papa Smurf (who had actually
gone out and bought the camper one!).

Needless to say, the camper was
ecstatic that he had earned his very
own fishing rod and was practically
glued to the dock from that point

forward...
waiting for that next big catch!

W A Y S  T O  S U P P O R T
A Heartwarming Story

w w w . c a m p c h e s t e r m e r e . c o m

YES, I want to help Keep Camp Alive! Please accept my gift of: 

One time donation of $200.00

Monthly donation of $25.00 for 8 months (totalling $200.00)  

Other (please specify): ________________________________________

Please contact me by phone (_ _ _) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ or e-mail __________________________ to collect.

The effects of COVID-19 were first felt at Camp Chestermere in mid-March, when we
made the decision to cancel our Spring weekend camp. From there, we were unable to
host rental groups or conduct any programming that could potentially generate revenue.
As a result, this led Camp Chestermere to temporarily lay off most of its Year Round
Team and close its doors in accordance with the health mandates being released at the
time.  While there is much to celebrate since re-opening our doors in May and hiring back
our Year Round Team, COVID-19 continues to have a negative impact on us as an
organization. Several factors continue to inhibit Camp Chestermere from operating at its
fullest capacity; such as schools not being permitted to conduct field trips, the limits on
both indoor and outdoor gatherings, and an inability to offer overnight programming. As
we understand that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a financial strain on many
individuals, families and organizations, our hope is to bring together a large number of
people who are able to donate a smaller, more attainable amount to help support Camp
Chestermere during this time. The goal of this initiative is for 1,500 people to donate
$25/month for 8 months (or make a one time donation of $200), running from November
2020 - June 2021. These funds will act as gap funding until we are able to run Day Camps
and, hopefully, Overnight Camps in Summer 2021. Funds collected as part of the Keep
Camp Alive campaign are put towards the basic needs of the organization as well as
keeping our staff employed. Learn more by visiting
campchestermere.campbraingiving.com.

Camp Chestermere has a number of booking options available, such as birthday parties,
corporate events, professional developments days, leadership retreats, church events,
AGMs, Christmas parties, weddings and more. Visit our website for details! 

Camp Chestermere has ongoing volunteer opportunities for individuals, families, churches
and companies. Join us for an hour, a day or whatever you can spare. 

RENT WITH US WE'RE A YEAR ROUND RENTAL FACILITY

VOLUNTEER AT CAMP IF YOU HAVE THE TIME, WE HAVE THE NEED

KEEP CAMP ALIVE BE A PART OF OUR STORY 

SHARE ON SOCIALS ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO SUPPORT
Your story and your connection to Camp Chestermere is powerful. We invite you to share
your story on social media, in person, over the phone or in any way you can. 

We ask that you pray for Camp Chestermere as we move forward and continue to find
ways to be a gift to the community.

PRAY FOR CAMP WE'RE STRONGER TOGETHER 


