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“Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on” 

Mark 2:4 
 

This excerpt from Mark’s account of the paralyzed man, forgiven and restored by Jesus, highlights the im-
portance of our need to be adaptable and mobile as we construct a new paradigm for ministry in these days 
of Covid-19. The tried and true methods of the past are no longer an option. A special anointing for innova-
tion is called for. In the past we’ve relied on the gathering together of our international student friends for 
food and fellowship. Church, campus and our homes were our contact points for building discipling relation-
ships. It was great while it lasted. Lately we’ve been asking ourselves, “how do we get our friends to Jesus in 
a pandemic”? The obstacle of not being allowed to gather in our cherished groups calls for a different ap-
proach. Like the four partners in Mark’s story that teamed up to gain access to Jesus, we are also seeking 
new ministry routes.  
 
Before we all knew the realities of Covid, I was planning to attend the annual ACMI (Association of Christians 
Ministering to Internationals) conference that was to be held in Dallas, Texas this year. Due to the pandemic 
it was moved online. Actually I’m writing this letter between workshops on the last day of conference. I’m 
telling you about this to encourage us to think about the advantages of “travelling lighter” these days. One 
of the results of going to an online conference was having a record number of attendees. More than 600 
people have joined the conversation about how we can better collaborate our like-minded efforts. These 
virtual connections are empowering us to pray into, discern and  fulfill the mission mandate of taking the 
Gospel to every people, tribe and nation. Many of the most difficult to reach by conventional missionary 
methods are easily accessed through our ISM networks. This to me is very exciting! 
 
God has always been out ahead of us, continually preparing the way. My prayer for us, his people, is that 
we’ll be like Peter, ok with Jesus “blowing the roof off” as depicted in Mark 2. During this global historic shift 
situated between chaos and creative transformation, I pray that our faithfulness will keep pace with the in-
credible calling God has on the whole world to come to Him for forgiveness and healing in Jesus’ name. Fu-
ture uncertainties will only be faced with confidence by holding on tight to the One that knows everything 
from beginning to end. He is Alpha and Omega!! 

 

Thank you for your faithful partnership in this 

strategic ministry that is effectively reaching 
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