
Week 1 │ The Bible as God-Breathed Story 

 
If we’re honest, many of us take issue with the Bible, or what Jesus referred to as “the 
scriptures.” Even for those of us who are trying to take the Bible seriously, we face problems. 
 
Maybe we’re puzzled or bored by it. Its language is sometimes strange, complex, and difficult to 
comprehend. Perhaps we’ve tried reading the Bible many times before but come away from 
each reading more confused than when we started. It feels like there is some good stuff in 
there, but it’s bogged down by lots of long, boring stories, genealogies, and religious codes. 
 
Maybe we don’t trust it. How could an ancient, millenia-old book possibly speak to the 
everyday realities of living in the 21st century? Perhaps we see the Bible’s teachings as archaic 
at best, and morally reprehensible at worst.  
 
And yet, if we look at the life of Jesus, we see a life deeply entrenched in the Hebrew scriptures, 
or what we call the Old Testament. Jesus quoted the scriptures, meditated on the scriptures, 
wrestled with the scriptures, interpreted the scriptures, found his identity in the scriptures, 
built his ethics on the scriptures, and framed his world in the story the scriptures tell.  
 
This week have an honest conversation with someone about the scriptures and their current 
place in your life. Use these questions as a start point: 
 

• What role did the Bible play in your earliest church experiences and how do you think 
that shaped you? 

• What does your practice of scripture reading look like right now? How did you get to 
that point? 

• What difficulties do you face when it comes to the Bible? 

• What do you think Jesus is inviting you into through reading scripture?  
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